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Icebreaker

What is SCIENCE
COMMUNICATION in your native

language

Before we start with the
session, let's warm up a little
with this icebreaker question:

Time: 5 minutes



Let's begin!
Are you ready?
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What is Science
Communication?

Definition

Science communication is the practice of
informing, educating, sharing wonderment, and
raising awareness of science-related topics.

Outreach

Usually conducted by professional scientists to
non-expert audiences. Outreach is the activity of
providing services to any population that might not
otherwise have access to those services

Inreach

Typically Scholarly communication and publication
in scientific journals Scholarly communication
involves the creation, publication, dissemination
and discovery of academic research, primarily in
peer-reviewed journals and books



This file is licensed under the Creative Com
m

ons Attribution-Share 
Alike 4.0 International license.



Quality
Indicators for

Science
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Your turn first

1

2

What do you think is most important
when communicating science and

research with the public and policy
makers? 

Use key words

Before we start with the
session, let's warm up a little 
 question:

Time: 5 minutes

short sentences

3
example: 
- fact checked
- honest



https://questproject.eu/w
p-content/uploads/12-Q

U
ALITY-

IN
DICATO

RS-for-Science-Com
m

unication.pdf



SCIENTIFIC
Communication is based on reliable, rigorous scientific
information and sources. References to scientific
sources are added.

01

FACTUAL
Communication is accurate, objective and fact-
checked.

02

BALANCED
Comments by independent experts are provided to key
claims.Voices of key stakeholders are represented.

03

TRUST-
WORTHINESS

SOURCE: 12 QUALITY INDICATORS FOR
SCIENCE COMMUNICATION BY QUEST
(LINK IN CHAT)

04 TRANSPARENT
Communication provides sufficient information about
the scientific process. Communication is honest about
the funding and affiliations.



CLEAR
The language is simple and accessible. Communication
has a clear focus and outlines key messages.

01

COHERENT AND CONTEXTUAL
Communication provides a wider context for topics.
Communication is coherent in its structure and style.

02

EMOTIONAL ENGAGEMENT
Communication is emotionally engaging and makes full
use of the format’s capabilities.

03

PRESENTATION
and Style

04 INTERACTING WITH THE AUDIENCE
Communication involves the audience in a dialogue and
treats them respectfully.

SOURCE: 12 QUALITY INDICATORS FOR
SCIENCE COMMUNICATION BY QUEST
(LINK IN CHAT)



PURPOSEFUL AND TARGETED
Communication has a clearly defined objective, is
knowledgeable about its audience and tailored to reach
the target groups.

01

IMPACTFUL
Communication generates changes in the society and
the individuals.

02

RELATABLE
Communication addresses real life questions and
problems, and relates scientific results to the everyday
lives of people.

03

CONNECTION
with Society

04 RESPONSIBLE
Communication is socially or politically conscious and
follows ethical standards.

SOURCE: 12 QUALITY INDICATORS FOR
SCIENCE COMMUNICATION BY QUEST
(LINK IN CHAT)



Get yourself some
tea/coffee/snacks

5 minute break

October 29, 2020Science Communication Workshop
Early Career Researcher (ECR) Conference 2020, Berlin University Alliance



Participant Check-in

1

2

3

How are you feeling?

Let me know how you are
feeling so far

Select the Emoji or 
GIPHY app.

Browse and click the Emoji or
GIF you want to use.

Time: 2 minutes



My Journey as a
Science

Communicator

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION
WORKSHOP
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A quick background

Education
Master of Science - Evolutionary Biology, Ecology and
Biodiversity

Research
Vertebrate Paleontology
Tooth Replacement, Dentation and Skull Anatomy in
Dinosaurs

Science Communication
Since 2009
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Accomplishments 
Founder of my own scicomm
initiative
In 2019 I was offered my very own
Science Communication prgram, that I
lead and have 100% control over at
the Museum für Naturkunde. Every
month, I invite scientists to the
museum to discuss their research in a
relaxed atmosphere over coffee.

‘Young Person In
STEMM’ competition
winner
The STEMM Equality
Congress is a 2 day congress
hosted annually by Science
Impact Ltd. As part of an
international series of
Science Impact events
hosted annually in Europe,
Asia, the Middle East, Africa
and the Americas addressing
equality, diversity and
inclusion in STEMM

Falling Walls Science
Breakthroughs of the Year –
Category Science
Engagement Initiatives
The World Science Summit with the
Falling Walls Conference and the Berlin
Science Week are organised by the
Falling Walls Foundation. The
Foundation promotes groundbreaking
ideas across borders and disciplines –
and brings together pioneers and
innovators form all over the world.  
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Science Communication Café

With “Kaffeeklatsch mit Wissenschaft” people in small and relaxed groups can examine a topic and ask
questions without feeling intimidated. On one hand, the concept combines something many Germans have
known their entire lives: sitting together with your family on Sundays, drinking coffee, eating cake and
discussing life, their week and discussions about current events. On the other hand, there is science: which
is still an often deterrent term, that even today still seems unclear to visitors (“What do scientists actually
do all day?”). By combining these two terms, I want to take away the fear of visitors who might otherwise
“just come to look around”, and are too shy of actively ask questions or chat along.

Kaffeeklatsch mit
Wissenschaft





researching speakers
32%

answering e-mails
32%

PR
19.2%

running events
8.8%

writing invoices
8%

It isn't all glory and prizes:
A realistic overview of tasks
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Different Paths
Science journalism
Science journalism conveys reporting about
science to the public. The field typically
involves interactions between scientists,
journalists, and the public.

Science public relations
Science public relations (PR) is one of various processes of
interaction that make up institutional science
communication. We understand public relations as the way
in which institutions consciously shape their
communication with internal and external dialogue
partners.

Influencer
Youtube              Twitter
Instagram           TikTok 
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Outreach
Science outreach, also called Education and
Public Outreach, is an umbrella term for a
variety of activities by research institutes,
universities, and institutions such as science
museums, aimed at promoting public
awareness (and understanding)

Science policy
Science policy is concerned with the allocation of
resources for the conduct of science towards the
goal of best serving the public interest. Science
policy topics include health care and
environmental monitoring. 
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Utilize Social Media

Scientists are increasingly embracing
social media in their professional
 lives. Here, we look at the different
platforms available to researchers and
how social media engagement can
positively influence their day-to-day work
and scientific communication. 
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w

w
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Try it yourself!

Write a tweet about your own
research

1

2

3

Now it is your turn, just for fun!
Write a tweet about your own
research or someone elses

Time: 10- 15 minutes

Go to:
https://www.tweetgen.com/create/t
weet.html  (link in chat)

write your tweet

post it in the chat OR
right click on the image, choose
copy picture URL and post it in the
chat



Let me know

Which science outreach
initiatives have you heard of?

1

2

Have you ever attended any
science outreach events or
have heard of any?

Time: 3 minutes

Let us know in the chat which ones

if you have the time, link it in the
chat
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Possibilities for Scicomm
Outreach in Berlin 
Institutional Scicomm

Long Night of Science
Long Night of Museums  
Langer Tag der StadtNatur 

      (Long Night of Urban Nature)

Scicomm Entertainment
Pint of Science
Science Slam
Nerd Night

Scicomm specifically for kids
Skype a Scientist
I'm a Scientist, Get me out of here!
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Community Science
Bürger schaffen Wissen
BerlinAIR NO2-Atlas
Fledermausforscher in Berlin
Naturblick - Stadtnatur entdecke
Forschungsfall Nachtigalln
BeachExplorer
Verlust der Nacht
Mückenatlas

(and beyond)

Women Centric Scicomm
Soapbox Science
500 Women Scientists  
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Science
The Long Night of the Sciences has become an established
form of public relations activity in Germany. On one night of
the year, large scientific institutions hold lectures and
demonstrations for the general public in order to present
themselves and a general overview of their research topics.

01

Museums
The Long Night of Museums is a cultural event in which
museums and cultural institutions in an area cooperate
to remain open late into the night to introduce
themselves to new potential patrons.

02

Urban Nature
At the side of over 200 experts from associations,
administrations and clubs, the visitors on this day not only
find out which animal inhabitants live on their doorstep, but
they also get to know natural spaces that are otherwise
inaccessible. The events attract 25,000 visitors every year to
get to know nature better.

03
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What we do

Soapbox Science is a novel public outreach platform for promoting women scientists and the

science they do. Our events transform public areas into an arena for public learning and scientific

 debate; they follow the format of London Hyde Park’s Speaker’s Corner, which is historically an

arena for public debate. With Soapbox Science, we want to make sure that everyone has the

opportunity to enjoy, learn from, heckle, question, probe, interact with and be inspired by some of 

our leading scientists. No middle man, no powerpoint slide, no amphitheatre – just remarkable

women in science who are there to amaze you with their latest discoveries, and to answer the

science questions you have been burning to ask. 

Soapbox
Science









SCICOMM WORKSHOP

Pint of
Science

What we do

Pint of Science is a non-profit organisation that brings some of the most brilliant

scientists to your local pub to discuss their latest research and findings with you.

You don’t need any prior knowledge, and this is your chance to meet the people

responsible for the future of science (and have a pint with them). Our festival

runs over a few days in May every year, but we occasionally run events during

other months.
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Science
Slams

What they do

Science slam is a science communication format where young scientists explain their research

projects in short 10-minute-talks that are easy to follow and afterwards the audience gets to

vote. The important thing is not primarily the scientific outcome of their work, but to explain it

 in an understandable, entertaining and concise way. Science slams take place outside the

university or lecture halls and instead in cultural centers, theaters or clubs, usually in the

evening. So, in a science slam, the scientists leave their ivory tower and become a part of 

popular culture.

https://w
w

w
.scienceslam

.de/w
p-content/uploads/

pedro-torres-scienceslam
-details.jpg
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Nerd 
Nights

What they do

Nerd Nite is a series of events in which three speakers present a somewhat remote topic, to

which they devote themselves passionately and in which they have amassed expertise. The

event format started in Boston in 2003, has existed in New York since 2006 and has also taken

place in Berlin since July 2010. The motto is “It's like Discovery Channel with beer”.

https://berlin.nerdnite.com
/
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Pros of running events:
You usually work with an amazing, highly motivated team
You learn to work with others outside of the university/lab/museum
It looks amazing on your CV
It makes you eligible for certain grants
You will be constantly amazed of the awesome research that exists
Your professional network will expand so much
It is a tonne of fun!

You do not have speak at events - 
You can also organize them!



When you join the path of becoming a science communicator (professionally or for
fun) find your niece and have fun with it. Don't change who you are. You like
comedy? Then join a Science Slam or Science Stand Up. Don't like the spotlight?
Support others instead. There is always a place for you, as long as you are driven
and motivated.

SCIENCE COMMUNICATION
WORKSHOP

Take Home Messages

Always remind the Quality Indicators for Good Science
Communication
The most important part of good scicomm is fosterin a truthful and engaging
relationship with the public. Trust in science and scientists is as shaky as ever and
we need to communicate as honestly and correctly as possible. Transparency is key! 

Be yourself and have fun!

Working in Science Communication is not for everybody

If you realise that this is not the path for you, do not feel forced to speak at, or

organize, these kinds of events. Your passions and skills can always be beneficial

elswehere.
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Thanks for
attending!

I would love to hear from you! Email me at
scicommsattler@gmail.com for comments or questions,

or visit franzisattler.com

ohyeahfranzi

youtube.com/c/
FranziskaSattlerwisskommkaffee

facebook.com/
wisskommkaffee

Special Thanks to Arko Olesk, Berit Renser (Tallinn University), Suzanne Franks, Barbara
Schofield (City, University of London), Roberta Villa, Fabiana Zollo, Ana Lucia Schmidt (Ca’
Foscari University), Joseph Roche, Laura Bell (Trinity College Dublin) from QUEST

and the whole Planning Team of (In)Credible Research: Jelena Brasanac, Ana Sofia
Oliveira Gonçalves, Rico Haas, Corinna Hartling, Majed Kikhia, Eva Matthaei, Dr. Ulf Tölch,
Nicole Bornheim-Gallmeister, Linn-Maria Filous


